Introduction
The small African genus Neorautanenia Schinz was erected by Schinz (1899) to accommodate a single species N. amboensis Schinz, which he had collected in Namibia. The genus was named for Reverend Martti Rautanen (1845 Rautanen ( -1926 , who was a Finnish missionary and botanist in Namibia (Schrire 2005) , and is currently placed in the subtribe Glycininae. Hutchinson (1964) placed Neorautanenia in his tribe Phaseoleae as opposed to Glycinae. The pantropical subtribe Phaseolinae is characterised by the standard petal that usually has 2(4) or 1 large appendages on the face, as well as a bearded style (Lackey 1977; Moteetee & Van Wyk 2011) . Despite the style lacking a beard in Neorautanenia, Lackey (1977) left it (together with the genus Otoptera DC.) in the Phaseolinae stating that their affinities were not clear and that neither seemed to fit anywhere else. Based on molecular sequences of the chloroplast gene region rbcL and morphological data, Doyle et al. (2000) and Kajita et al. (2001) showed that Neorautanenia does not belong to subtribe Phaseolinae. These results supported Lackey's (1981) earlier observation that the genus was an anomalous member of this subtribe. Another molecular phylogenetic study based on matK and ITS DNA sequences (Delgados-Salinas et al. 2011) confirmed the exclusion of the genus from the Phaseolinae. All these studies firmly placed the genus within subtribe Glycininae. Unlike in the Phaseolinae, in members of the Glycininae the style is not bearded and the standard petal has no appendages. However, even within this subtribe, the generic affinities of Neorautanenia are still not clear. The genus is widespread in tropical West and East Africa, spreading southwards as far as Namibia, Botswana and South Africa. It is traditionally divided into three species (i.e. N. amboensis, N. ficifolia (Benth.) C.A.Sm. and N. mitis (A.Rich.) Verdc.), after Verdcourt (1970) sunk N. brachypus into synonymy with N. amboensis. Later on, Verdcourt (2001) resurrected the former species and placed N. amboensis into synonymy with N. mitis instead. He then went on to point out that 'to sink all the three taxa here into one would possibly not be acceptable to workers in South Africa'. The aim of this article is therefore to again sink N. brachypus into N. mitis as a taxonomic synonym and to provide the correct typification of the species and their distribution ranges in southern Africa.
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Materials and methods
Plant material was studied mainly from the rich collection of herbarium specimens housed in PRE. The morphology of the leaves and flower was examined under a dissecting microscope. Flowers were rehydrated in boiling water for 5 min, dissected under a binocular stereomicroscope and mounted in glycerol on a microscope slide for observation. Camera Lucida was used to draw the reproductive and vegetative morphology of the plant species. Information on the distribution of the species was gathered from herbarium material and recorded using the Quarter Degree Reference System (Edwards & Leistner 1971; Leistner & Morris 1976) . The basic unit in this system is the 1-degree square of latitude and longitude, which is designated by a degree reference number (i.e. degrees of latitude and longitude of the north-west corner) and the district name of that square. Habit affinities are described according to Mucina and Rutherford (2006) . Sub-erect, scrambling or occasionally prostrate perennial herb up to ca. 10 m long, with prostrate stems, growing from a large underground tuber. Young stems and foliage covered with dense silvery-grey silky hairs and older stems characteristic pale yellowish-brown, covered with sparse, appressed microscopic hairs. Terminal leaflet 45-120 × 20-60(100) mm; lateral leaflets 42-92 × 22-38 cm, rhombic-obovate, rhombic-oblanceolate, oblanceolate when young, may be entire when young and forms 3 lobes when mature; lateral lobes somewhat asymmetric, more or less densely silky. Petioles 25-60(90) mm long; terminal leaflet petiolules 2-5 mm long; stipules 5-7 × 1-3 mm, stipels 1-5 mm long. Inflorescences (90)130-270(310) mm long; flowers 8-14 mm long. Calyx appressed pubescent; tube 2-3 mm long, upper lobes 3-5 mm long, carinal lobes 6-8 mm long, lateral lobes 3-6 mm long. Standard 9-11 × 7-1 mm, broadly obovate, claw 1-3 mm long; wing 10-12 × 3-6 mm, claw 2-4 mm; keel more or less equal to the wing, ± 12 × 4-6 mm, claw 2-4 mm long. Gynoecium 4-7 × 0.5-1 mm long. Pods swollen, 65-100 × 10-14 mm, 
Taxonomic treatment

Taxonomic notes
(i) The LISU specimen with the barcode LISU208829 is selected because it has flowers. (ii) The sheet in K has two specimens of D. pseudopachyrhizus. The upper specimen, with the label K000263664, is chosen because it has flowers. (iii) The specimen in M is chosen because it is a more complete specimen, having both flowers and pods. 
Diagnostic characters
This species exhibits extreme morphological variation in terms of leaflet structure and shape, with a number of intermediates ranging from entire (rhombic-obovate, rhombic-oblanceolate, oblanceolate) to 3-lobed (Figure 3b-c) .
As a result, several of these variants have been described as different species. These variants, differ from N. mitis mainly in leaflet shape, for example N. amboensis has rhomboid leaflets (Figure 3a) , while N. brachypus has oblique leaflets that are rounded at the base (Figure 3c ), as opposed to ovate, oblong or rounded in N. mitis. Neorautanenia mitis is distinguishable from the only other species in the genus, N. ficifolius, by the silky-hairy leaflets that are either entire or tri-lobed (if the latter, then the ribs are not prominent), whereas they are roughly hairy and subvillous and always 3-5-lobed with prominent ribs in the N. ficifolia. The stipules of N. mitis are smaller than those of N. ficifolia (5-7 × 1-3 mm vs. 5-11 × 1-5 mm).
Additional specimens examined
BOTSWANA. Sub-erect, scrambling or occasionally prostrate perennial herb up to ca. 1.5 m long, growing from a large underground tuber, above-ground parts roughly hairy and subvillous. Leaflets rhombic-obovate to almost round, 3-lobed, with prominent ribs and veins beneath, mucronate, 6-12 × 3-6 mm, the central lobe narrowly oblong to ovate, lateral lobes somewhat asymmetric, acute, coriaceous. Petiole 15-60 mm long, terminal leaflet petiolule (5)20-30 mm long; stipules narrowly oblong-lanceolate, 5-11 × 1-5 mm; stipels 4-9 mm long. Inflorescences (90)130-290 mm long, flowers 7-14 mm long. Calyx densely villous, tube 2-3 mm long; upper lobes 4-5 mm long, carinal lobes 6-7 mm long, lateral lobes 5-7 mm long. Standard obovate, 8-12 × 7-10 mm, glabrous, claw 1-3 mm long; wings obovate, sculptured, 7-12 × 2-3 mm, claw 2-4 mm long; keel slightly narrower than to the wings, 8-11 × 4-5 mm, claw 3-4 mm long. 
